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Carotid artery rupture in patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck is one of
the most devastating complications associated with head and neck surgery. The reported incid-
ence of carotid rupture in patients who have had a neck dissection or radiation therapy is 3—4%.
Because of the 40% mortality associated with this complication, many researchers have written
Address for correspondence about the methods of management regarding this problem. Carotid rupture tends to occur in pa-
Soo Geun Wang, MD tients with associated conditions such as pharyngocutaneous fistula, recurrent tumor, or radiation
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305 Gudeok-ro, Seo-gu, stents, and graft-stent for ruptured carotid artery in patients with recurrent hypopharyngeal cancer.
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Fig. 1. Anteroposterior (A) and la-
teral view (B) show contrast extra-
vasation through ruptured left distal
common carotid artery.

Fig. 2. Left lateral radiologic (A) and
angiographic (B) views after embo-
a # || lization using coils, stent and graft

/| stentreveal patent common carotid
~ | artery without contrast extravasation.
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Fig. 3. After post-stent insertion 3
days, surgical neck exploration was
done. There was pharyngocervical
fistula and necrotic tissue (A). Left
~ | pharyngostoma formation with pec-
toralis major myocutaneous flap and
deltopectoral flap was done (B).
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