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Neurilemmoma is a benign tumor which is known to originate from the myelin-producing Sch-
wann cells of the spinal nerve root, peripheral nerve and all kinds of cranial nerves except the
optic nerve and olfactory nerve. Approximately, 25% to 40% of all neurilemmomas are found in
the neural structures of the head and neck. Neurilemmoma of the 12th cranial nerve is rare; mul-
tiple neurilemmoma is even more rare. Recently, the authors experienced a case of multiple (X 3)
hypoglossal neurilemmoma in the submandibular space. The tumor was removed completely and
verified histopathologically as neurilemmoma.
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Fig. 1. Neck CT (axial view) shows
three variable sized, ovoid shaped
hypodense masses on the right side
of submandibular space (A). enhan-
ced neck CT (axial view) shows non
enhanced hypodense masses (B).

Fig. 2. Neck MRI shows three vari-
able sized well defined masses lesi-
on in right submendibular area. It
shows low signal in T1W image in
axial view (A). Neck MRI shows high
signal mass lesion in T2W image in
axial view (B). Neck MRI shows that
masses are connected to hypoglos-
sal nerve in coronal view (C).
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© Fig. 3. Histologic finding: Light mic-
| roscopic exam showing typical arra-
ngement of spindle cells of neurile-
! mmoma. Compact cellular Antoni
| A area (H&E, x<200)(A). Hyocellu-
~ lar zone of Antoni B area also seen
@ (»X200)(B).
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