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Spontaneous tonsillar hemorrhage (STH) is an extremely rare event. Usually, the causes of
STH are ascribed to vessel wall erosion secondary to bacterial or viral infection of tonsils.
Other causes include vascular or tumorous lesions around tonsil, coagulation disorders and
idiopathic one. On one hand, the total number of reported STH has slightly increased be-
cause STH is defined as all forms of “bleeding tonsils”, including even minor bleeding. On the
other hand, the portion of the total STH that is life-threatening has become relatively few.
Management of STH involves the use of antibiotics, and early tonsillectomy is recommend-
ed. We have experienced a case of a 29 year-old female with tonsillar hemorrhage in the absen-
ce of any identifiable cause. We report the case with a review of the related literatures.
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Fig. 1. Blood clot was noted at the upper pole of the right tonsil
(A). There were no bleeding focuses or traces around the larynx

(B).

Fig. 2. There were no tumorous or vascular lesions from upper
pole of both tonsil (A) to lower pole of both tonsils (B) on contrast
enhanced CT.
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