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Background and Objectives The King Hyojong was the 17th King of the Chosun dynasty
from 1649 to 1659 He is well known for his plan for northern campaigns against the Manchus
(Bukbeol, 59), an act of vengeance on the Qing dynasty for the war of 1636. His plan for the
northern conquest was never put into action since he suddenly died of small boil on face in 40
years old. After his death, the reason of his sudden death was questioned by the public. Many
people suspected him of being killed by poison. We studied and considered the cause of King

Received  August 4, 2019 Hyojong’s death based on two tremendous Chosun dynasty’s official records.

Accepted  October 11, 2019 Materials and Method We reviewed Joseon Wangjo Sillok (the annals of the Joseon dynas-
Address for correspondence ty) and Seungjeongwon Ilgi (the diaries of royal secretariat of the Joeson dynasty).

Han Su Kim, MD Results King Hyojong had congenital pre-auricular fistula. He also had been suffering from
Department of Otorhinolaryngology-  diabetes and its related complications for a long time before his death. His pre-auricular fistula
Head and Neck Surgery, was infected and not managed properly. It could be presumed that King Hyojong’s cause of

School of Medicine,

Ewha Womans University,

1071 Ahnyangcheon-ro,
Yangcheon-gu, Seoul 07985, Korea
Tel +82-2-2650-2686

Fax +82-2-2648-5604 Key Words Cause of death - Joseon Wangjo Sillok - King Hyojong - Seungjeongwon Ilgil.
E-mail sevent@ewha.ac.kr

death was hypovolemic shock from fatal injury of superficial temporal artery caused by inap-
propriate incision and drainage.

Conclusion We assumed a historical person’s cause of death based on Chosun dynasty’s of-
ficial records. Korean J Otorhinolaryngol-Head Neck Surg 2020;63(10):463-70
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