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This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution Non-Commercial License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0)
which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP) is a rare fibroblastic tumor that has a high local re-
currence rate and low metastatic potential. Due to the small patient population of DFSP, there
is no established protocol for its diagnosis and treatment, and prognosis has not been suffi-
ciently studied. Therefore, DFSP is often initially misdiagnosed for a benign skin lesion, and
various treatment methods have been used in reported previous DFSP cases. The authors also
experienced a case of DFSP that had been misdiagnosed first as a subcutaneous benign tumor
on the right upper neck; it was eventually removed by wide local excision. A year and 3 months
have passed since the excision, and we hereby report the diagnosis, treatment process, and
prognosis to contribute to establishing a treatment protocol.
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Fig. 1. Head and neck ultrasonography. An approximately 4.4 cm-
sized heterogenous echoic mass on right upper neck.
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Fig. 2. Head and neck CT. A 3.3x2.2 cm well circumscribed enhancing mass was found on right upper neck subcutaneous/skin layer (A,

axial view; B, coronal view).

202



Dermatofibrosarcoma Protuberans on the Upper Neck 1 Ko Y, et al.

of

5 o] MASKIT TR AL 47 55 cmeld A B WRA W BAD WY A4 B 271 BAR ofsh

T2 oleigly] R AL SIs) AR WS ol Fa HeelA 02

841 were 2 Ak Fig. 4. Kol o] A7 Holx] ghsrek. WA o] Rolx|
22 ZALelA] 32 cme] Aol DESPE BHISin 497 kit F39] 2717k 214 grom) o] 4] glo], 1zl

Fig. 3. Pathologic findings. A: There are spindle cells in storiform pattern (hematoxylin and eosin [H&E], x200). B: It shows honeycomb
pattern (H&E, x200). C: Tumor cells show elongated, mild hyperchromatic nuclei and small amount (H&E, x400). D: Tumor cells show
positive reaction in CD34 immunostain (CD34 immunostain, x200). E: Tumor cells show negative reaction in actin immunostain (actin
immunostain, x200). F: Tumor cells show negative reaction in S-100 protein immunostain (S-100 protein immunostain, x200).

Fig. 4. Intraoperative, postoperative photographs. A: It was taken after tumor excision with 1 cm free margin. B: Local rotation flap was
designed. C: It was taken after dissection. D: It shows post operative wound.
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Fig. 5. Postoperative photograph (after wound healing).
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